NHI's Values

· Connecting all we do to Creator, Mother Earth and the energies of the ancestors and seven generations to come

· Naa al yeeh - Navajo concept of giving back from what one is given

· Creating a loving, caring family

· We run on “Indian Time” (decolonizing our preoccupation with time)

· Non heirarchical; everyone plays a unique and vital role in the partnership

· Confronting and undoing racism

· Confronting and undoing colonialism

· Mobilizing resources to work for justice by cultivating love, individually and collectively

· A partnership where creating beautiful, healing projects is paramount to taking credit for what is done

· Community-based, community-directed, community-driven

· Recognizing, legitimizing, and learning from the largely un-appreciated wisdom and knowledge in our Indigenous communities

· Honoring Indigenous wisdom and knowledge, and protecting that knowledge by actively working to help Tribes pass on this “life force” to their youth

· Never negative, always looking for ways to improve

· Approaching ego-free service, guided by love

· Eager for collaborating and partnering (but not “ politickin' ”) to create change in academic, professional, and Tribal settings; working to improve communities' capacity for improving the health of their communities, and working to improve the capacity of outside institutions/organizations to work with Tribes in a culturally-appropriate manner

· Recognizing the autonomy of all Indian Nations, and consequently, recognizing our place as guests in the Tribal communities

· Listening for a change, talking little

· Connecting groups that have been divided through racism, colonization (tribe-to-tribe, Indigenous communities and tradition from Latin America and that from current-day U.S.

· Always laughing

· Never secular, always circular

· Building into the potential of our Native youth 

· Accepting our responsibility as “gatekeepers” to our Indigenous communities, protecting them from  ego-driven researchers, self-proclaimed “Indian experts” and the like

· Always ready to jump off the cliff!

· Recognizing the intrinsic intelligence and worth to all persons and communities

· Inter-connectedness of all life forms, all Indigenous peoples, all energies toward peace, harmony, and healing

· Recognizing the necessity of interdisciplinary involvement, both within and beyond the health professions

· Centered on wellness, not sickness...focused on restoring health to our Indigenous communities through reclamation of Tribal wisdom, not focused on treating disease through Western medicine

· Healing scars of the past

· Honoring ourselves – recognizing our gifts and talents, our unique cultures, the families that make us who we are

· Walking in beauty, recognizing beauty all around us, and creating beauty with our hands, hearts, minds, and mouths

