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*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

TO: All Seattle Media

DATE: April 2nd, 2009

Native Health Initiative to receive “Global Health Project of the Year Award” at Annual GHEC Conference on April 4th 

Chapel Hill -  The word “global” often refers to far-away nations, not Navajo, Pueblo, or Lakota Nations of the United States. The Native Health Initiative (NHI) hopes to correct that mis-perception.

 
NHI, a partnership to address inequities in health facing American Indians, has politely and persistently advocated for the inclusion of U.S. based health communities and projects in the realm of global health. 


The Global Health Education Consortium (GHEC) appears to agree and will award NHI the Global Health Project of the Year award at this weekend's annual GHEC convention at the University of Washington. Established in 1991, GHEC is a consortium of faculty and health educators from over 70 universities dedicated to global health education. 


After all, the U.S. Is part of the globe,” points out NHI Board Member and Univeristy of Wahington medical student Emily VanDyke with a smile. “Think about all of the diverse communities within our borders, from migrant farm workers to Asian immigrant communities in the Northwest to American Indian Tribes. There is so much work to do here at home.”

      For the past five summers, NHI has worked to provide an avenue for health professions students from the United States and other countries to volunteer under the guidance of health leaders in American Indian communities, learning 
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about Indigenous culture and health in the process. Created in North Carolina, this summer the partnership will expand its Health Justice Internships to New Mexico and Arizona communities.


Dr. Anvareli Velji, whose donations make the Global Health Project of the Year award possible, remarks, “We at GHEC have always felt that both aspects of health delivery  to marginalized populations on the reserves or inner cities constitutes global health.”

More about the GHEC award:

 

The Velji Fund for Global Health Project of the Year 
This fund is offered annually and recognizes the most original project conducted to alleviate poverty related-chronic and/or infectious disease(s) within the last year (i.e. project initiated in 2007/2008 and was or will be completed by December 31, 2008). Qualifying parties include individuals or groups from schools of health, NGOs and other non-educational institutions. 



CONTACT: Native Health Initiative

 

    Emily VanDyke – 206.992.5785; evandyke@u.washington.edu


    Website: www.lovingservice.us
          

    
          Global Health Education Consortium

                             Karen Lam – 415.777.4432; karen@globalhealthedu.org
                             Website: (www.globalhealthedu.org)

