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*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

TO: All North Carolina Media

DATE: April 8th, 2009

Native Health Initiative to Celebrate Positive Youth 
Dunn -  On this year’s Easter weekend, the Native Health Initiative will honor local American Indian youth groups through an event made to highlight on young people working for positive change in their communities. It all takes place at the Harnett County Coharie Indian Association (1934 Arrowhead Rd., Dunn NC) from 9am to noon on Saturday, April 11th.
          The event, Celebrating Positive Youth will bring together the Youth Ambassadors of the Waccamaw-Siouan Tribe, the Smoke Free Hawks from the Coharie Tribe, and the Eagles from the Occaneechi Tribe. While the groups differ in their realms of advocacy and leadership, all have a goal of bettering the health of their communities.


The Ambassadors, for instance, are working to understand political advocacy and particularly how youth can get involved. The Smoke Free Hawks are working toward a smoke-free Tribe, partially by educating Tribal members on the ceremonial and sacred uses of tobacco.


The Native Health Initiative will come together with youth, parents, volunteers, and community members, and two Pow Wow drum groups (Eastern Bull and NA-MA-WO-CHI) to celebrate the achievements of these youth through song, drumming, and fellowship. All are welcome to attend the event.
CONTACT: 
Native Health Initiative

        Isabel Freeman, Coharie Smoke Free Hawks Advisor, ifreemanel@aol.com
        Shannon Fleg, NHI Coordinator, Shannon@lovingservice.us, 505.340.5658 


    Website: www.lovingservice.us
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